
Editor's Notes

From its attachment to agricultural development and the goals of growth
and productivity, rural development has evolved to embrace the wider objectives
of income redistribution and social equity, and the attainment of the rural

. peoples' basic needs.

Rural development continues to be a theme and goal of the country's govern
ment, and effortsto realizethis goalhavebecomemore urgent in view ofthe poverty
that grips most of the rural population. The PJPA finds it relevant to devote this
issue to rural development.

Valera's article provides an overview of rural development as a concept and
the issues that surround it. Paterno's piece and that of the Department of
Agriculture (DA)present two views on the imperatives ofrural development and
strategies to achieve it. The reader will find it interesting to note the similarities
and contrasts between the legislator's view and DA's institutional perspective.
Man Ahn and Boyer alert the reader to the limits of government in harnessing
the people's initiative and self-reliance in a rural development program.

Finally, Rood's article on the autonomous region in the Cordilleras adds light
to current discussions on regional autonomy. Alongwith people's and community
participation, local autonomy is recognizedas essential to any rural development
effort.

Readers and potential contributors are requested to take note of the new
reference format ofPJPA will use starting January 1990.Guidelines on its use are
discussed in this issue.


